CDC Activities, Georgia HCV Elimination
December 2018

Activities and Findings:

1. TAG 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The draft version of TAG Recommendations is under revision, Ministry and NCDC should receive the final recommendations for TAG 2018 in early January 2019. 

2. World Hepatitis Alliance
After submitting the application and supporting documents to Executive Board of World Hepatitis Alliance the Hepatitis C Cured Patient Association have been approved as a member of the World Hepatitis Alliance. And will be working closely with WHA.
 
3. Decentralization workshop
Considering FIND’s interest to support the program with up to 10,000 test kits for use in the existing GeneXpert and enthusiasm expressed by The EASL Foundation to adopt of Georgia as the EASLF HCV Center of Excellence.  Following the TAG, December 3rd, Primary Health care and Harm Reduction Decentralization Expansion Workshop was held.
The main Summary/Action items are:
Small working group will be established to implement the program (Members: MOLHSA, SSA, NCDC, CDC, FIND, GHRN, TB Center, IT);
Goals:
•	By end of 2019 to have screening, care and treatment services in X PHC, X HR sites;
•	Integrate HCV diagnostics into TB program (Use of GeneXpert 10 K kits for free by end of 2019).
And some of the key action items were identified including: Ensuring appropriate drug logistics; Expanding the list of specialists who will be eligible to treat HCV patients; Assess to the capacity of diagnostics and treatment etc.
4. EASL Foundation
EASL foundation is willing to collaborate with Georgia and Georgia can become the first EASLF Center of Excellence in viral hepatitis elimination.  The concept of Center of Excellence will be developed early in 2019, in collaboration with Georgia MOHLSA and NCDC, and the document will be finalized with the involvement of Key stakeholders with the goal of an MOU between Georgia and EASLF. POC from Ministry and NCDC should be nominated;

5. March Workshop
It is tentatively suggested to Plan March workshop in the week of March 4th.

6. EASL 2019
CDC is working to ensure a Georgia Special Session for EASL in April in Vienna (April 12-15), to showcase the Center of Excellence, in collaboration with EASL Foundation.


